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Imamete students travelled in quest of learning to meet mainly the
infalliable Imams for transmition of their Hadith. Non-Imamete
Muslims'travel,according to the Imamete helief, was destinated to
uninfalliable persons who may commit an error.

[ hope that my investigation into the history of Imamete
education will be of certain confribution to further researches in
thiz field . ' '

The present dissertation might be the first of its kind written
on Imamete education. In the light of the lack of sources, and that

of rare modern studies on Imamete educational system, the present

study may fill a gap in its own field
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is the religious purposes, The mundane objects were not neglected
as long as they did not conflict with the religious ones.

In so far as examinations are concerned, 1 have not come
across any systematic regulations, whether in the early stages of
elementary education or in higher levels of 'Ulum ieaching.

The sixth chapter deals with funds needed for the financing of
the Imamete educationa! system. Funds needed for the financing ed-
ucation were partly paid by the Imams orby their envoys after the
elapse of the formers’ era . The Imams as well as their envoys
used to collect a sort of religious taxes ( Huqug Shar‘iyah )
according to Islamic rechn. terms, and to receive endowment income
from the Shi‘a.

The dissertation has two appendices; the first deals witth the
holy shrines (al-Mashahid al-Sharifah) of the Shi‘i Imams. The Shi'i
educational activitites which took place in those shrines were refe-
rred fo in the text of the book as well as in the appendix. The sec
ond appendix gives a summary of biographies of infalliable imama.

Although the imamete educational system is a branch of a whole
[slamic educational syetem, it nevertheless has its own characte-
risties which distinguish it from all other Islamic educational
branches.

Sharing the other Muslims in their belief that the text of holy
Qur’an is complete, and that the Sunna of the Prophet Muhammad
does not only explain it, but also complets it, the Imamete believe
that the non-Imamete Muslims failed to get the true meanings of
the two divine sources through qualifaied transmitters. The Imamete
helieve thai their infalliable Imams begening with Imam’ Ali and
ending with Imam al-Mahdi, were the only gualified transmitters
for those meanings.

The educational consequences of the above-mentioned belief
are of great importance, The journey in quest of learning assumed,
among the Imamites, an additional religious significance. The

- Yo _



The social position of the student was good; for he enjoyed not
only the respect of the intelligentsia, but alao of those who used -
{o endow their money to religious purposes.

The fifth chapter deals with curricula and methods of teaching.
Oral delivery by the Shaikhs or lecture method, was the most imp-
ortant teaching method. The study of Hadith (tradition) had prec-
edence over all other subjects in lslamic educational system. Read-
ing from a book by the shaikh or by another person in the Shaikh's
presence is the second method of teachiing. The objections which
have been raised against the latter method, were discussed in the
text of the hook. The third method of teaching may be performed
when the Shaikh grants hig student permission to transmit the for-
mer tradition. The above method is called 1jazah, according to the
Islamic techn. terms. 1t may be pointed out here that the ljazah
was a personal licencc or permission. 1t was not issued by an edu-
cational formal institute. The fourth method of teaching may be
performed through the demonstration of the Shaikh's opinion. Ife
could do that by giving his student a written material or a book of
Hadith with permit for transmiting such material. The latter
method is also, according to the Islamic techn. terms, called’Mur-
awalah’. It may be pointed out that the last method, though recog-
nized among the methods of teaching, was rarely used.

Flementary school teachers were not bound or limited by =
curriculum ' dictated by any authority. The former used to choose
ihe curriculum taught by them, while the latter were free to adont
different books dealing with different subjects. As a result of what
has been stated above, the curriculum of higher education was not

composed of different subjects, but, should be stated again, that it
was rather composed of different books dealing with different
subjects.

It became apparent that what characterizes the Imamete edu-

cational system, especially in its higher levels, viz the study of 'Ulum,

~ v -



of the latter, teachers were allowed to accept gifts. Tuition fees ,
‘theoritically prohibited, for the teaching of the Qur‘an were prac-
tically replaced by the obligatory gifts. Professors teaching other
subjecic,especially those of divine character ( ‘Ulum Shar‘iyah ) ,
except in rare cases,refused to charge fees for their tuition. 1 have
referred to the means by which those unpaid teachers could earn

their living,

The attitude of the community towards the teaching profession,
was among the problems on which different writers had widely

differed.

The public held but little respect for primary school teachers.
Whereas professors were respected by all classes.

The fourth chapter deals with the ways of life as well as the
problems of learners through their different academic stages of
study. Certain obscure matters [ have tackled were the age at which
boys, as well as students start the course of education, and the
duration of the course of study for the two categories of learners.
RBecause of the lack of statistics, the conclusions reached are mainly
based on available data. Thus the results. I have arrived at in this
respect, are rather approximate than exact. In the light of the fact

. that there were, then, no specialized educational institutes in which
students can be enrolled, the relationship between professors and
students was based upon personal contact.

Believing that learning of divine knowledge was highly est-
tmated by God (Fardh Kifayah), the majority of the students were
noted for their seriousness and industry. Due to the silence of sour-
ces, our information on other aspects of the students’ own life,except
their seriousness, is scanty. Thus the results 1 have reached in this
respect are also not exact but approximate.

Travelling wide and farfor the sake of knowledge was an est-

_ablished tradition kept by all Muslim students, inclnding the

Imamete.
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advise the Shi‘a to abondon, in the time of (al-Ghaibah) the military
resistance against the contemporary rulers, but civil resistance was
allowable for them. The Shi‘a, furthermore’ were allowed, on nec-
essity, to refuge to what is called in islamic techn. terms‘al-Taqiyah’
or 'Kitman’. 3-Funds were partly supplied by the Imams, and later
after the elapse of their era, by their envoys, for the professors as
well as the students who devoted themselves for the study of divine
‘Ulum according to the Shi‘i creed,

The second chapter deals with the Imamete educationa: ins-
titutions. The most important of these institutions were the Mos-
ques,including the Imams shrines ,and the professors’ own houses.
There were other institutions, besides the abovementioned ones,
such as public libraries and academies (Dur al‘iim) and these were
partly used for educational purposes.

Due to the lack of freedom of thought in public mosques,special
mention should be made for theteaching which took place in *Ulama’s
houses.

The third chaprer deals with the teachers’ affairs. Elementary
teaching in ordinary elementary schools(Kuitabs), was performed
by the elemntary school teachers. Sons of notables, including those
of the Imams, were taught by special non-professional leachers who
were called (Mu‘addibs. Higher courses were laught by either in-
fallible [mams, Shaikhs or lecturers {Mudrrisin), It has been dealt
with the role played by each of those educators, and 1 have found
out that for political and geographical difficulties which hin-
dered the intellictual activities of the Imams, these mens’ educational
contribution was less important than that of the Imami professors
and lecturers.

Whether tuition fees were demanded or not , was one of ihe
problems which 1 tackled. Different (Fagihs) held different views
concerning this question. 1 have found out that primary school
teachers demanded tuition fees for all the subjects they taughs,
except the teaching of the holy book{the Qur'an), For the teaching

- YAA -



THE ABSTRACT

The present book is a Ph.D dissertation submitted in 1966 to
the Department of History of the American University of Beirut.

The dissertation deals with the history of education of the
Shi'a Imamete and that of their forefathers {from the time of
al-Imam Sadig to that of al-Shaikh al-Tusi.

The study consists of an introduction, six chapters, two app-
endices and an introductory preface by Professor Muhammad Ta-
wfig Husain of the University of Baghdad,

The Introduction, defining the Shi‘i sect of Imamete and their
forefathers ,and listing the major sources which were used,gives an
outline of the main characteristics of the sect,and sums up its most
important creeds such as politico-religious headship¢ al-Imamah ),
infallibility ( ‘Ismah ), concealment or mysterious disappearance
{Ghaibah} and other subordinate articles including (Tagivah) or
the (Kitman) according to Islamic technical terms. It has been lik-
ewise referred,in the introduction itself, to ihoée minor differences
hetween the Imamete sect and other subordinate Shi'i sects such as
Zaidiyah and Isma‘ilivah.

The first chapter deals with the factors which have influenced
the Imamete education, and that of their forefathers, The wmost
important of those factors are the following:I.-The Imamete believe
that their infallible Imams had a thorough knowledge of divine liter-
ature {(‘Ulum 1lahiyah), The Prophet Muhammad had not only taugnt
the Imams the divine knowledge, but he also induced them to comm-
unicate such knowledge to the Shi‘a. In spite of the fact that the
Imams were not inspired by God,and that they were merely truthfui
transmitters of the Prophet‘s utterances, their true traditions
{ Hadith ) are obligatory to the Shi‘a. 2- The political pressure to
which the Imams and the Shi‘a. were subjected, led the Imams +to
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